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Transcript of Address 
By Reagan on Libya 



My fellow Americans, at 7 o’clock 
this evening Eastern time, air and 
naval forces of the United States 
launched a series of strikes against 
the headquarters, terrorist facilities 
and military assets that support 
Muammar Qaddafi’s subversive ac- 
tivities. 

The attacks were concentrated and 
carefully targeted to minimize casu- 
alties among the Libyan people, with 
whom we have no quarrel. 

From initial reports, our forces 
have succeeded in their mission. Sev- 
eral weeks ago, in New Orleans, I 
warned Colonel Qaddafi we would 
hold his regime accountable for any 
new terrorist attacks launched 
against American citizens. More re- 
cently, I made it clear we would re- 
spond as soon as we determined con- 
clusively who was responsible for 
such attacks. 

On April 5 in West Berlin a terrorist 
bomb exploded in a nightclub fre- 
uented by American servicemen, 
gt. Kenneth Ford and a young Turk- 
ish woman were killed and 230 others 
were wounded, among them some 50 
American military personnel. 

This monstrous brutality is but the 
latest act in Colonel Qaddafi’s reign 
of terror. The evidence is now conclu- 
sive that the terrorist bombing of La 
Belle discotheque was planned and 
executed under the director orders of 
the Libyan regime. 

On March 25, more than a week be- 
fore the attack, orders were sent from 
Tripoli to the Libyan People’s Bureau 
in East Berlin to conduct a terrorist 
attack against Americans, to cause 
maximum and indiscriminate casual- 
ties. Libya’s agents then planted the 
bomb. 

On April 4, the People’s Bureau 
alerted Tripoli that the attack would 
be carried out the following morning. 
The next day they reported back to 
Tripoli on the great success of their 
mission. 

Our evidence is direct, it is precise, 
it is irrefutable. We have solid evi- 
dence about other attacks Qaddafi 
has planned against the United 
States’ installations and diplomats 
and even American tourists. 

Thanks to close cooperation with ' 
our friends, some of these have been 
prevented. With the help of French 
authorities, we recently aborted one 
such attack: a planned massacre 
using grenades and small arms of* 
civilians waiting in lines for visas at 
an American Embassy. 

Colonel Qaddafi is not only an 
enemy of the United States. His 
record of subversion and aggression 
against the neighboring states in Af- 
rica is well documented and well 
known. He has ordered the murder of 
fellow Libyans in countless countries. 
He has sanctioned acts of terror in Af- 
rica, Europe and the Middle East, as 
well as the Western Hemisphere. To- 
day we have done what we had to do. 
If necessary, we shall do it again. 

It gives me no pleasure to say that, 
and I wish it were otherwise. Before 
Qaddafi seized power in 1969, the peo- 
ple of Libya had been friends of the 
United States, and I’m sure that to- 
day most Libyans are ashamed and 
disgusted that this man has made 
their country a synonym for barba- 
rism around the world. 


The Libyan people are a decent peo- 
ple caught in the grip of a tyrant. 

To our friends and allies in Europe 
who cooperated in today’s mission, I 
would only say you have the primary 
gratitude of the American people. 
Europeans who remember history 
understand better than most that 
there is no security, no safety, in the 
appeasement of evil. It must be the 
core of Western policy that there be 
no sanctuary for terror, and to sus- 
tain such a policy, free men and free 
nations must unite and work together. 

Sometimes it is said that by impos- 
ing sanctions against Colonel Qaddafi 
or by striking at his terrorist installa- 
tions, we only magnify the man’s im- 
portance — that the proper way to 
deal with him is to ignore him. I do 
not agree. Long before I came into 
this office, Colonel Qaddafi had en- 
gaged in acts, of international terror 
— acts that put him outside the com- 
pany of civilized men. For years, 
however, he suffered no economic, or 
political or military sanction, and the 
atrocities mounted in number, as did 
the innocent dead and wounded. 

And for us to ignore, by inaction, 
the slaughter of American civilians 
and American soldiers, whether in 
nightclubs or airline terminals, is 
simply not in the American tradition. 
When our citizens are abused or at- 
tacked anywhere in the world, on the 
direct orders of a hostile regime, we 
will respond, so long as I’m in this 
Oval Office. Self-defense is not only 
our right, it is our duty. It is the pur- 
pose behind the mission undertaken 
tonight — a mission fully consistent 
with Article 51 of the United Nations 
Charter. 

We believe that this pre-emptive 
action against his terrorist installa- 
tions will not only diminish Colonel 
Qaddafi’s capacity to export terror — 
it will provide him with incentives 
and reasons to alter his criminal 
behavior. I have no illusion that to- 
night’s action will bring down the cur- 
tain on Qaddafi’s reign of terror, but 
this mission, violent though it was, 
can bring closer a safer and more se- 
cure world for decent men and 
women. We will persevere. 

This afternoon we consulted with 
the leaders of Congress regarding 
what we were about to do and why. 
Tonight, I salute the skill and profes- 
sionalism of the men and women of 
our armed forces who carried out this 
mission. It’s an honor to be your Com- 
mander in Chief. 

We Americans are slow to anger. 
We always seek peaceful avenues be- 
fore resorting to the use of force, and 
we did. We tried quiet diplomacy, 
public condemnation, economic sanc- 
tions and demonstrations of military 
force — none succeeded. Despite our 
repeated warnings, Qaddafi contin- 
ued his reckless policy of intimida- 
tion, his relentless pursuit of terror. 

He counted on America to be pas- 
sive. He counted wrong. I warned that 
there should be no place on earth 
where terrorists can rest and train 
and practice their deadly skills. I 
meant it. I said that we would act 
with others if possible and alone if 
necessary to insure that terrorists 
have no sanctuary anywhere. 

Tonight we have. Thank you, and 
God bless you. 
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